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was to mean a general sharing of the expected spoil among the
victors on the lines of the secret treaties, one may well feel that
the Holy See could take no part in the future Peace Congress.
But it was folly to suppose that any secret treaty could silence
its voice on the world-wide questions of peace and justice.
Clause 15 of the London treaty did not prevent England
sending a permanent Legation to the Vatican and France
renewing the diplomatic relations interrupted since the crisis
produced by the 'anti-clerical3 Combes ministry more than ten
years before the war.

When the London treaty was signed France, Britain, and
Russia were already discussing the question of what were to be
their 'spheres of influence and territorial acquisitions' in Asia
Minor and the Near East. The final arrangement provided
for Italy's share. We find it embodied in a Memorandum of the
Russian Foreign Office dated the 6th March 1917. England
was to have Mesopotamia and two ports on the Syrian coast
(Acre and Haifa). Russia, besides Constantinople and the
Straits, was to have four Turkish provinces in north-eastern
Asia Minor, extending from the Black Sea to the hill country
at the head-waters of the Tigris and Euphrates. France was to
have Syria and the adjacent province of Adana, including the
rich Cilician tobacco and cotton districts, with territory extend-
ing north-west to the new Russian frontiers; Italy's share was
to be south-west Asia Minor from Smyrna to the Cilician
borders, with the adjacent Greek islands of the Archipelago.
Palestine and its Holy Places were to be a separate territory
under a regime to be settled by, and apparently shared by,
England, France, and Russia. The territories between Syria
and Mesopotamia were to be ruled by an Arab State or con-
federation of States.

Further steps for the partition of Austria-Hungary were taken
when the Allied treaty with Rumania was signed on the I2th
August 1916. Rumania's price was to be the annexation of
Transylvania and the Bukovina, and of Hungary proper as far
west as the river Theiss. Nearly 50 per cent, of the territory of
the Hungarian monarchy was thus to be alienated.